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Gen er a l  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce  

 

 

 All candidates m ust  receive the sam e t reatm ent . Exam iners m ust  

m ark the first  candidate in exact ly the sam e way as they m ark the 

last .  

 Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. Candidates m ust  be 

rewarded for what  they have shown they can do rather than 

penalised for om issions.  

 Exam iners should m ark according to the m ark schem e not  according 

to their  percept ion of where the grade boundaries m ay lie.  

 There is no ceiling on achievem ent . All m arks on the m ark schem e 

should be used appropriately.  

 All the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be awarded. 

Exam iners should always award full m arks if deserved, i.e. if the 

answer m atches the m ark schem e.  Exam iners should also be 

prepared to award zero m arks if the candidate’s response is not  

worthy of credit  according to the m ark schem e. 

 Where som e judgem ent  is required, m ark schem es will provide the 

pr inciples by which m arks will be awarded and exem plificat ion m ay 

be lim ited. 

 When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the m ark 

schem e to a candidate’s response, the team  leader m ust  be 

consulted. 

 Crossed out  work should be m arked UNLESS the candidate has 

replaced it  with an alternat ive response. 

 

 



Sp el l in g , Pu n ct u at ion  an d  Gr am m ar  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce 

 

 The spelling, punctuat ion and gram m ar assessm ent  cr iter ia are com m on to GCSE 

English Literature, GCSE History, GCSE Geography and GCSE Religious Studies. 

 

 All candidates, whichever subject  they are being assessed on, m ust  receive the 

sam e t reatm ent . Exam iners m ust  m ark the first  candidate in exact ly the sam e way 

as they m ark the last . 

 

 Spelling, punctuat ion and gram m ar m arking cr iter ia should be applied posit ively. 

Candidates m ust  be rewarded for what  they have dem onst rated rather than 

penalised for errors. 

 

 Exam iners should m ark according to the m arking cr iter ia. All m arks on the m arking 

cr iter ia should be used appropriately. 

 

 All the m arks on the m arking cr iter ia are designed to be awarded. Exam iners 

should always award full m arks if deserved, i.e. if the answer m atches the m arking 

cr iter ia. 

 

 Exam iners should be prepared to award zero m arks if the candidate’s response is 

not  worthy of credit  according to the m arking cr iter ia. 

 

 When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the m arking cr iter ia to a 

candidate’s response, the team  leader m ust  be consulted. 

 

 Crossed out  work should be m arked unless the candidate has replaced it  with an 

alternat ive response. 

 

 Handwrit ing m ay m ake it  difficult  to see if spelling, punctuat ion and gram m ar are 

correct . Exam iners m ust  m ake every effort  to assess spelling, punctuat ion and 

gram m ar fair ly and if they genuinely cannot  m ake an assessm ent , the team  leader 

m ust  be consulted. 

 

 Specialist  term s do not  always require the use of com plex term inology but  the 

vocabulary used should appropriate to the subject  and the quest ion. 

 

 Work by candidates with an am anuensis, scr ibe or typed script  should be assessed 

for spelling, punctuat ion and gram m ar. 

 

 Exam iners are advised to consider the m arking cr iter ia in the following way:  

o How well does the response com m unicate the m eaning? 

o What  range of specialist  term s is used? 

o How accurate is the spelling, punctuat ion and gram m ar? 

 

Qu al i t y  o f  W r i t t en  Com m u n icat ion  

 

Quest ions which involve the writ ing of cont inuous prose will expect  candidates to:  

 

 show clar it y of expression 

 const ruct  and present  coherent  argum ents 

 dem onst rate an effect ive use of gram m ar, punctuat ion and spelling. 



 

Full m arks will be awarded if the candidate has dem onst rated the above abilit ies. 

 

Quest ions where QWC is likely to be part icular ly im portant  are indicated “QWC”  in the 

m ark schem e.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1  a ( i )  AO2  ( 2  m ar k )  

 Landslide r isk is concent rated in the west / along 

the coast / j ust  inland of the coast  (1)  

 Highest  levels of r isk are in the north-west  (1)  

 Bands of m oderate/ high r isk with som e isolated 

pockets of high/ very high r isk (1)  

 Low r isk areas are found inland/ som e pockets 

along the coast  closer to higher r isk areas (1)  

 There are areas of high and very high r isk close to 

Los Angeles and San Francisco (1)  

Accept  other correct  descript ions of pat tern. 

Do not  credit  explanat ion;  or reference to single locat ions 

without  reference to pat tern. 

( 2 )  

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1  a ( i i )  AO2  ( 2  m ar k s) / AO1  ( 2  m ar k s)  

Credit  1 m ark for a reason /  explanat ion and a further 

m ark for a linked extension point .  

 Areas which are tectonically act ive such as along 

the San Andreas fault  zone (1)  because 

earthquake ground-shaking can t r igger landslides 

(1)  

 Landslide r isk is higher in locat ions with high 

relief/ m ountains (1)  because steep slopes are 

m ore prone to landslides especially during rainfall 

(1)  

 Landslides can be t r iggered by weather events 

such as intense rainfall from  heavy storm s (1)  

which m ay be t r iggered due to El Nino (1)  as a 

consequence of the saturat ion of bedding 

planes/ joints  

 Coastal areas m ay be at  high r isk because of 

coastal erosion (1)  underm ining cliffs leading to 

collapse due to weathering and erosion (1)  

 Sedim entary geology can t r igger landslides (1)  

areas underlined by clay/ im perm eable surfaces are 

prone to slip (1)  

 

Focus m ust  be on physical processes/ factors, not  hum an 

influence.  

( 4 )  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1  a ( i i i )  AO1  ( 3  m ar k s)  

1 m ark for a reason /  explanat ion and a further two 

m arks for extended /  linked points.  

 Land use zoning of areas of high hazard r isk (1)  to 

prevent  developm ent  of resident ial property and 

therefore reduce exposure (1)   

 Hazard resistant  design (1)  such as buildings with 

deep foundat ions or retaining walls (1)  

 Warnings (1)  during periods of heavy rain when 

r isk of landslides increases (1)  therefore enabling 

evacuat ion if needed (1)  

( 3 )  

  

 



 

 

Quest ion 

num ber 

Answer Mark  

1  ( b )   AO1  ( 6  m ar k s)  

Mar k in g  in st r u ct ion s 

Markers m ust  apply the descriptors in line with the general 

m arking guidance and the qualit ies out lined in the levels-

based m ark schem e below. 

I n d icat iv e con t en t  g u id an ce 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates 

are not  required to include all of it .  Other relevant  m aterial not  

suggested below m ust  also be credited. Relevant  points m ay 

include:  

 Warm er oceans as a result  of global warm ing have the 

potent ial to create m ore powerful cyclones, which in 

addit ion could increase in frequency and/ or see their  

locat ions shift / expand due to changing clim ate belts 

 Sea level r ise could m ake the cyclone threat  worse by 

threatening areas with even higher storm  surges  

 Changing rainfall pat terns could increase disaster r isk 

from  both flood and drought , possibly even in the sam e 

locat ions as rainfall becom es m ore variable but  seasonal 

pat terns change 

 As rainfall plays a key role in landslides, and 

tem perature in avalanches, the r isk of both could 

change in unpredictable ways 

 An increase in ext rem e weather events such as floods 

and drought   

Note:  do not  credit  answers that  focus on geophysical hazards.  

( 6 )  

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0  No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1   1 - 2   Dem onst rates isolated elem ents of geographical 

knowledge and understanding, som e of which m ay be 

inaccurate or ir relevant  (AO1) .  

 Understanding addresses a narrow range of 

geographical ideas, which lack detail (AO1) .  

Lev el  2  3 - 4   Dem onst rates geographical knowledge and 

understanding, which is m ost ly relevant  and m ay 

include som e inaccuracies (AO1) .  

 Understanding addresses a range of geographical ideas, 

which are not  fully detailed and/ or developed (AO1) . 

Lev el  3  5 - 6   Dem onst rates accurate and relevant  geographical 

knowledge and understanding throughout  (AO1) .  

 Understanding addresses a broad range of geographical 

ideas, which are detailed and fully developed (AO1) .  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

2  a ( i )  AO2  ( 1  m ar k )  

D  =  0.53 m  (1)  

( 1 )  

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

2  a ( i i )  AO2  ( 2  m ar k s) / AO1  ( 2  m ar k s)  

 

Credit  1 m ark for a reason and a further m ark for an 

extended explanat ion. 

 Uncertainty about  the scale and pace of the 

m elt ing of large ice m asses (1) , which will im pact  

on sea level r ise (1)  

 There are a num ber of potent ial ‘t ipping points’ 

that  could lead to dram at ic changes in sea level 

(1)  such as widespread m ethane release from  

perm afrost / forest  die back (1)  

 There are also possible feedback m echanism s that  

could accelerate sea level r ise (1)  such as ice 

albedo feedback/ or depress tem perature r ises such 

as increased cloud cover (1)  

 Sea level r ise depends on future tem perature (1)  

which is not  known because future em issions 

cannot  be known (1)   

 Future tem peratures part ly depend on hum an 

factors such as wealth/ populat ion size/ energy 

sources (1)  used in the future which are unknown 

(1)  

 The success of m it igat ion efforts (1)  such as 

switching from  fossil fuels to renewable energy 

sources/ m eet ing targets from  internat ional 

agreem ents (1)  

 

( 4 )  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

2  ( b )  AO1  ( 4  m ar k s)  

Credit  1 m ark for a reason and a further m ark for an 

extended explanat ion.  

 Tree r ings sequences (dendrochronology)  can be 

used (1)  because width or r ings is determ ined by 

tem perature during the growing season (1)   

 I ce cores preserve carbon dioxide levels in ice 

bubbles (1)  which can be used as a proxy from  

past  global tem peratures. (1)  

 Pollen can be recovered from  sedim ents such as 

peat  bogs (1)  and used to reconst ruct  past  

vegetat ion cover which is an indicator of past  

clim ates (1)  

 Art / histor ical records can preserve im age of 

descript ions of past  condit ions (1)  although these 

records are usually incom plete/ short  in term s of 

t im escale (1)  

Note:  post  1850 m odern inst rum ental records are not  

acceptable answers.  

( 4 )  



 

Quest ion 

num ber 

Answer Mark  

2  ( c)  AO1  ( 6  m ar k s)  

Mar k in g  in st r u ct ion s 

Markers m ust  apply the descriptors in line with the general 

m arking guidance and the qualit ies out lined in the levels-

based m ark schem e below. 

I n d icat iv e con t en t  g u id an ce 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates 

are not  required to include all of it .  Other relevant  m aterial not  

suggested below m ust  also be credited. Relevant  points m ay 

include:  

 Volcanic erupt ions em it  large volum es of gas, ash and 

dust  into the atm osphere changing its chem ist ry. 

 The effect  is short  lived (a few years)  and sm all (0.5 -1 

C)  but  it  causes global cooling as gases and 

part iculates block incom ing solar radiat ion.   

 I f an erupt ion is large enough, high level atm ospheric 

winds can redist r ibute ejecta around the globe leading 

to a global change.  

 Solar variat ion occurs on an 11 year, and longer, cycle 

which alters the am ount  of incom ing radiat ion from  the 

sun. 

 The variat ion is enough to cause warm ing/ cooling of 

0.1-0.6C on t im escale of a few years. 

 I n addit ion, longer term  (decades)  sunspot  t rends can 

have a cum ulat ive cooling or warm ing effect .   

 Shifts in the therm ohaline circulat ion/ ocean currents 

which can cause alternat ions to clim ate.  

Answers should not  focus on global warm ing/ enhanced 

greenhouse effect  or Milankovitch cycles.  

( 6 )  

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0  No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1   1 - 2   Dem onst rates isolated elem ents of geographical 

knowledge and understanding, som e of which m ay be 

inaccurate or ir relevant  (AO1) .  

 Understanding addresses a narrow range of 

geographical ideas, which lack detail (AO1) .  

Lev el  2  3 - 4   Dem onst rates geographical knowledge and 

understanding, which is m ost ly relevant  and m ay 

include som e inaccuracies (AO1) .  

 Understanding addresses a range of geographical ideas, 

which are not  fully detailed and/ or developed (AO1) .  

Lev el  3  5 - 6   Dem onst rates accurate and relevant  geographical 

knowledge and understanding throughout  (AO1) .  

 Understanding addresses a broad range of geographical 

ideas, which are detailed and fully developed (AO1) .  

 



 

 

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

3  a ( i )  AO2  ( 1  m ar k )  

A  -  Goods (1)  

( 1 )  

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

3  a ( i i )  AO2  ( 2  m ar k s)  

 Alm ost  all in the northern hem isphere (1)  

 East  – west  flows predom inate (1)  

 Major flows between Europe and North 

Am erica/ Asia and North Am erica/ narrow dense 

flow between Asia and Europe (1)  

 Funnelling through m ajor shipping canals (1)  

Accept  other correct  descript ions of pat tern. 

Do not  credit  explanat ion. 

( 2 )  

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

3  a ( i i i )  AO1   ( 2  m ar k s)  

Credit  1 m ark for a basic explanat ions and a further m ark 

for an extended explanatory point . 

 Containerisat ion has t ransform ed shipping by 

dram at ically reducing costs (1)  this enables large 

quant it ies of goods m ade in distant  locat ions to be 

shipped worldwide (1) . 

 Shipping t ransports other goods such as 

com ponents/ fossil fuels/ raw m aterials/ food (1)  as 

part  of a global supply chain providing consum ers 

with goods (1) .   

 Technology (GPS)  allows for the m ost  efficient  

rout ing in shipping lanes (1)  which allows for 

goods to be t ransported to distant  places m ore 

quickly and efficient ly (1) .  

 The growth of cruise ships has helped expand 

global tour ism  (1)  and brought  distant  places 

within closer reach of m any people (1) .  

( 2 )  



 

 

Quest ion 

num ber 

Answer Mark  

3  ( c)   AO1  ( 6  m ar k s)  

Mar k in g  in st r u ct ion s 

Markers m ust  apply the descriptors in line with the general 

m arking guidance and the qualit ies out lined in the levels-

based m ark schem e below. 

I n d icat iv e con t en t  g u id an ce 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates 

are not  required to include all of it .  Other relevant  m aterial not  

suggested below m ust  also be credited. Relevant  points m ay 

include:  

Benefit s 

 I ncreased job opportunit ies in outsourced factor ies and 

call cent res, including for people with lim ited skills 

 Higher incom es, especially com pared to incom es in rural 

areas from  where m any workers or iginate;  incom es can 

be used to im prove housing and nut r it ion, pay for 

educat ion 

 Som e possibilit y for prom ot ion, e.g. in Bangalore’s call-

cent res and product ion TNCs;  opportunit ies for wom en 

to enter the workplace  

Costs 

 Often poor working condit ions;  long hours, lack of 

worker r ights/ representat ion, relat ively short  working 

life  

 Low wages, which in som e cases are exploitat ive 

including sweatshop condit ions  

 Low qualit y of life and high costs in crowded, som et im es 

polluted cit ies;  incom es often so low that  only slum  

housing can be afforded.  

For Level 3 m arks the answer should include both benefits and 

costs.  

( 6 )  

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

3  ( b )  AO1  ( 4  m ar k s)  

Credit  1 m ark for a reason and a further m ark for an 

extended explanat ion.  

 WTO is a global I GO in existence since 1948 

( form erly the GATT)  which prom otes free t rade (1)  

which is a key com ponent  of the increase in 

econom ic act ivit y as part  of globalisat ion (1)  

 Successive WTO t rade ‘rounds’ have gradually 

reduced tar iffs and barr iers to free t rade (1)  

reducing protect ionism  and opening up count r ies 

to foreign direct  investm ent  (1)  

 The WTO has a key role in set t ling t rade disputes 

(1)  which could be barr iers to t rade and lim it  

globalisat ion (1)   

( 4 )  



NB :  Do not  credit  reference to developed count r ies. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0  No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1   1 - 2   Dem onst rates isolated elem ents of geographical 

knowledge and understanding, som e of which m ay be 

inaccurate or ir relevant  (AO1) .  

 Understanding addresses a narrow range of 

geographical ideas, which lack detail (AO1) .  

Lev el  2  3 - 4   Dem onst rates geographical knowledge and 

understanding, which is m ost ly relevant  and m ay 

include som e inaccuracies (AO1) .  

 Understanding addresses a range of geographical 

ideas, which are not  fully detailed and/ or developed 

(AO1) .  

Lev el  3  5 - 6   Dem onst rates accurate and relevant  geographical 

knowledge and understanding throughout  (AO1) .  

 Understanding addresses a broad range of 

geographical ideas, which are detailed and fully 

developed (AO1) .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

4  a ( i )  AO2  ( 1  m ar k )  

88%  (1)  

( 1 )  

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

4  a ( i i )  AO2  ( 2  m ar k s)  

High skill elites, any one from :  

 Europe 

 USA & Canada 

Low skill workers, any one from :  

 South Asia 

 Other Middle East  

 Africa 

 Philippines  

( 2 )  

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

4  a ( i i i )  AO1  ( 2  m ar k s)  

Credit  1 m ark for a basic reason and a further m ark for 

an extended explanat ion.  

 Cultural issues/ tensions with a large num ber of 

newcom ers (1)  such as religious 

tensions/ t radit ions (1)  especially as the Em irat i 

populat ion is m uch sm aller than the im m igrant  

populat ion (1)   

 A shortage of housing could result  from  the large 

num ber of m igrants (1)  especially of a large 

num ber of them  are unskilled m igrant  workers on 

low incom es (1) .  

 Em irat i workers m ay find it  m ore difficult  to find 

em ploym ent  (1)  as they are outcom peted by the 

high skilled m igrant  workers (1)  

Accept  all relevant  answers pertaining to econom ic, social 

or polit ical issues arising. 

( 2 )  



 

Quest ion 

num ber 

Answer Mark  

4  ( c)   AO1  ( 6  m ar k s)  

Mar k in g  in st r u ct ion s 

Markers m ust  apply the descriptors in line with the general 

m arking guidance and the qualit ies out lined in the levels-

based m ark schem e below. 

I n d icat iv e con t en t  g u id an ce 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates 

are not  required to include all of it .  Other relevant  m aterial not  

suggested below m ust  also be credited. Relevant  points m ay 

include:  

Disadvantages 

 High levels of educat ion are needed so dem and for 

schools and teachers is high, represent ing a high 

econom ic cost  – which is often not  adequately provided. 

 Dem and for health care is high, especially m aternity and 

child vaccinat ion 

 High level of youth dependency m ay lim it  fem ale 

part icipat ion in the workforce 

 I f not  fully em ployed, there is a r isk of a disaffected, 

under-used youth which can cause econom ic and 

polit ical tensions.  

Advantages 

 A future ‘dem ographic dividend’ as a youthful populat ion 

of today turns into a large working age populat ion in the 

future, boost ing econom ic potent ial;  large tax base for 

nat ional governm ents.  

 Large pool of labour, with supply m aking labour costs 

low;  can be at t ract ive to investors  

 Youthful populat ions m ay be dynam ic and 

( 6 )  

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

4  ( b )  AO1  ( 4  m ar k s)  

For each point  -  Credit  1 m ark for a reason and a further 

m ark for an extended explanat ion.  

 Migrant  workers can send rem it tances back hom e 

to source count r ies (1)  which in som e cases can 

am ount  to 1-5%  of total GDP (1)  

 Migrant  workers gain skills/ educat ion in the host  

count ry (1)  which can be taken back ‘hom e’ later, 

boost ing the skills base of the source count ry (1)  

 For count r ies with high unem ploym ent  /  spare 

product ive capacity (1)  m igrat ion represents a way 

of reducing the State welfare burden as workers 

em igrate (1) . 

Answers m ust  focus only on source count r ies, not  host  

count r ies. 

Answers m ust  focus on econom ic benefits not  social 

/ environm ental ones. 

( 4 )  



ent repreneurial 

 Youthful populat ions are quick to take up new 

technology which provides a large consum er m arket .   

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0  No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1   1 - 2   Dem onst rates isolated elem ents of geographical 

knowledge and understanding, som e of which m ay be 

inaccurate or ir relevant  (AO1) .  

 Understanding addresses a narrow range of 

geographical ideas, which lack detail (AO1) .  

Lev el  2  3 - 4   Dem onst rates geographical knowledge and 

understanding, which is m ost ly relevant  and m ay 

include som e inaccuracies (AO1) .  

 Understanding addresses a range of geographical ideas, 

which are not  fully detailed and/ or developed (AO1) .  

Lev el  3  5 - 6   Dem onst rates accurate and relevant  geographical 

knowledge and understanding throughout  (AO1) .  

 Understanding addresses a broad range of geographical 

ideas, which are detailed and fully developed (AO1) .  

 



 

Quest ion 

num ber 
Answer 

5  ( a)  AO1  ( 5  m ar k s) / AO2  ( 5  m ar k s)  

Mar k in g  in st r u ct ion s 

Markers m ust  apply the descr iptors in line with the general m arking 

guidance and the qualit ies out lined in the levels-based m ark schem e below. 

I n d icat iv e con t en t  g u id an ce 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  

required to include all of it .  Other relevant  m aterial not  suggested below 

m ust  also be credited. Relevant  points m ay include:  

AO1:   

 Dam age represents the econom ic losses from  disasters, such as 

dest ruct ion of and dam age to hom es, business and infrast ructure;  

it  var ies from  364 billion in 2011 to only 34 billion in 2006 – a 10-

fold difference 

 There is less variat ion in people affected, from  260 m illion in 2010 

to 96 m illion in 2013 

 Death tolls show the greatest  variat ion ranging from  328629 in 

2010 to only 7000 in 2014 

 Deaths are a sm all proport ion of people affected, i.e. less than 1%  

 The highest / lowest  num bers in each category generally do not  

correspond to the sam e year, suggest ing the relat ionship is not  

sim ple 

AO2:  

 Variat ion could be explained by the num ber of disasters, e.g. in 

2010 there could have been a very high num ber of earthquakes 

and cyclones explaining the high num ber affected;  there is natural 

variat ion in the num ber of events  

 Very high m agnitude events, e.g. very large earthquakes could 

increase the death toll and num ber affected if they affect  a large 

area, e.g. the Sichuan earthquake in 2008 com bined with cyclone 

Nargis  

 I m pacts m ight  be higher if developing count r ies are involved, e.g. 

the very high death toll in 2010 is a result  of the 2010 Hait i 

earthquake  

 The im pact  of m egadisasters is one explant ing for variat ion such as 

the very high dam age costs in 2011 ( the 2011 Japanese 

earthquake and tsunam i)  

 Accept  explanat ions of a t rend, i.e. falling since 2011 – this could 

be put  down to bet ter m anagem ent  and response reducing deaths 

and affected, but  not  econom ic losses which rem ain high 

 Areal extent  of a hazard or the durat ion m ay lead to variat ion in 

im pact  

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0  No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 – 4  

 

 

 Dem onst rates isolated elem ents of geographical 

knowledge. (AO1)  

 Dem onst rates isolated elem ents of geographical 

understanding, som e of which m ay be inaccurate. (AO1)  



 Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas, m aking lim ited logical 

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce an interpretat ion that  is not  

relevant  and/ or supported by evidence. (AO2)  

Lev el  2  5 - 7   Dem onst rates geographical knowledge, which is m ost ly 

relevant  and m ay include som e inaccuracies. (AO1)  

 Dem onst rates geographical understanding, which is m ost ly 

relevant  and m ay include som e inaccuracies. (AO1)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas logically, m aking som e relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce a part ial but  coherent  

interpretat ion that  is m ost ly relevant  and supported by 

evidence. (AO2)  

Lev el  3  8 - 1 0   Dem onst rates accurate and relevant  geographical 

knowledge throughout . (AO1)  

 Dem onst rates accurate and relevant  geographical 

understanding throughout . (AO1)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas logically, m aking relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce a full and coherent  

interpretat ion that  is relevant  and supported by evidence. 

(AO2)  

 



 

Quest ion 

num ber  

Answer  

5  ( b )  AO1  ( 5  m ar k s) / AO2  ( 1 5  m ar k s)  

Mar k in g  in st r u ct ion s 

Markers m ust  apply the descriptors in line with the general m arking guidance 

(page 3)  and the qualit ies out lined in the levels-based m ark schem e below. 

Responses that  dem onst rate only AO1 without  any AO2 should be awarded 

m arks as follows:  

 Level 1 AO1 perform ance:  1 m ark 

 Level 2 AO1 perform ance:  2 m arks 

 Level 3 AO1 perform ance:  3 m arks 

 Level 4 AO1 perform ance:  4 m arks 

I n d icat iv e con t en t  g u id an ce 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  

required to include all of it .  Other relevant  m aterial not  suggested below 

m ust  also be credited. Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

AO1 

 Adaptat ion involves accept ing that  future clim ate change will occur 

and changing lifestyles and econom ic act ivity to suit .  

 I t  could involve adapt ing to m ore ext rem e weather ( flood defences, 

warnings, and hazard resistant  design)  or changing farm ing m ethods 

(drought  resistant  crops, water conservat ion)  and changes to 

lifestyles. 

 Mit igat ion m eans reducing em issions to both t ry and prevent  global 

warm ing, or reduce its im pact / scale.  

 I t  involves reducing carbon dioxide product ion, which m eans using 

fewer fossil fuels/ stopping deforestat ion and/ or increasing carbon 

sequest rat ion, e.g. by afforestat ion. 

 Mit igat ion has been at tem pted by global agreem ent  (Mont real, Kyoto, 

and Paris)  and nat ionally through energy and waste policies.  

AO2 

 Do adaptat ion schem es successfully dr ive m it igat ion schem es at  all 

scales?   

 Global conferences (Kyoto 1997, Paris 2015)  have had variable 

success in reaching agreem ents and reducing em issions reduct ions – 

variat ion in target  set t ing between count r ies and willingness to rat ify 

t reat ies. 

 Mit igat ion on a local scale m ay be developed on a need basis. 

 Lack of agreem ent  in evidence and project ions of global warm ing has 

led to differ ing m odels of im pacts and therefore act ions. 

 The prior ity of global warm ing afforded by governm ent , as polit ical 

policy, will determ ine the readiness of act ion to be taken (or polit ical 

stabilit y of governance) . 

 The im plem entat ion of adaptat ion and m it igat ion is dependent  on 

geographical locat ion and econom ic factors, e.g. coastal areas subject  

to increases in sea level r ise will be more likely to take m easures to 

reduce the im pacts and however this will be dependent  on the cost -

benefit .   

 Spat ial var iat ion in the work of NGOs, such as WaterAid or the Red 

Cross to work with local com m unit ies to facilitate m it igat ion st rategies 



within com m unit ies. These m easures often take place in areas where 

there is greatest  need. 

 I n areas where the im pacts of global warm ing br ings benefits (e.g. 

vit iculture)  there m ay be less desire to act  and im plem ent  adaptat ion 

and m it igat ion. Or if econom ic benefits outweigh im pacts of warm ing 

m it igat ion m ay not  be a pr ior it y. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 – 5   Dem onst rates isolated elem ents of geographical knowledge 

and understanding, som e of which m ay be inaccurate or 

irrelevant . (AO1)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

ideas, m aking lim ited and rarely logical 

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)   

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce an interpretat ion with lim ited 

coherence and support  from  evidence. (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce an unsupported or generic 

conclusion, drawn from  an argum ent  that  is unbalanced or 

lacks coherence. (AO2)  

Lev el  2  6 – 1 0   Dem onst rates geographical knowledge and understanding, 

which is occasionally relevant  and m ay include som e 

inaccuracies. (AO1)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas with lim ited but  logical 

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical ideas 

in order to produce a part ial interpretat ion that  is 

supported by som e evidence but  has lim ited coherence. 

(AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to com e to a conclusion, part ially 

supported by an unbalanced argum ent  with lim ited 

coherence. (AO2)  

Lev el  3  1 1 - 1 5   Dem onst rates geographical knowledge and understanding, 

which is m ost ly relevant  and accurate. (AO1)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to find som e logical and relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical ideas 

in order to produce a part ial but  coherent  interpretat ion 

that  is supported by som e evidence. (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 



inform at ion/ ideas to com e to a conclusion, largely 

supported by an argum ent  that  m ay be unbalanced or 

part ially coherent . (AO2)  

Lev el  4  1 6 - 2 0   Dem onst rates accurate and relevant  geographical 

knowledge and understanding throughout .  (AO1)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to find fully logical and relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce a full and coherent  

interpretat ion that  is supported by evidence. (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to com e to a rat ional, substant iated 

conclusion, fully supported by a balanced argum ent  that  is 

drawn together coherent ly.  (AO2)  

 

 

Quest ion 

num ber 

Answer 

 

6  ( a)  AO1  ( 5  m ar k s) / AO2  ( 5  m ar k s)  

Mar k in g  in st r u ct ion s 

Markers m ust  apply the descr iptors in line with the general m arking 

guidance and the qualit ies out lined in the levels-based m ark schem e below. 

I n d icat iv e con t en t  g u id an ce 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  

required to include all of it .  Other relevant  m aterial not  suggested below 

m ust  also be credited. Relevant  points m ay include:  

AO1 

 I n 2000 the percentage connected is generally very low;  the USA 

stands out  as being highly connected but  is st ill less than 60%  

 Som e developing count r ies are basically not  using the internet  at  all 

in 2000. 

 There is m uch m ore variat ion in 2016, with N Korea st ill v ir tually 0 

but  over 80%  in USA and Singapore. 

 Developing count r ies have increased hugely between 2000 and 

2016, especially in China and Kenya, although Ethiopia st ill has a 

low percentage connect ion.  

AO2 

 I n 2000 the internet  was a new, expensive technology so was not  

affordable in the developing world;  it  required an elect r icity gr id 

and landline gr id which was only found in developed count r ies. 

 The r ise of m obile phones is a m ajor reason for the growth in 

developing/ em erging world internet  use. 

 The expansion of the global subm arine fibre-opt ic cable network 

has connected developing/ em erging count r ies cheaply – and led to 

a huge expansion;  poverty can be used as an argum ent  for the 

lower %  in som e developing count r ies.  

 Som e count r ies are polit ically cut  off, e.g. N Korea – internet  st ill 

v iewed as polit ically dangerous so banned. 



 Physical reasons, i.e. m ountainous, rural isolat ion, ext rem e clim ate 

m ay be used as explanat ions for Ethiopia’s st ill low % . 

 Role of globalisat ion, TNCs and outsourcing in China, i.e. com panies 

dem and internet  connect ions which are then used by the wider 

populat ion.  

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0  No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 – 4  

 

 

 Dem onst rates isolated elem ents of geographical 

knowledge. (AO1)  

 Dem onst rates isolated elem ents of geographical 

understanding, som e of which m ay be inaccurate. (AO1)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas, m aking lim ited logical 

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce an interpretat ion that  is not  

relevant  and/ or supported by evidence. (AO2)  

Lev el  2  5 - 7   Dem onst rates geographical knowledge, which is m ost ly 

relevant  and m ay include som e inaccuracies. (AO1)  

 Dem onst rates geographical understanding, which is m ost ly 

relevant  and m ay include som e inaccuracies. (AO1)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas logically, m aking som e relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce a part ial but  coherent  

interpretat ion that  is m ost ly relevant  and supported by 

evidence. (AO2)  

Lev el  3  8 - 1 0   Dem onst rates accurate and relevant  geographical 

knowledge throughout . (AO1)  

 Dem onst rates accurate and relevant  geographical 

understanding throughout . (AO1)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas logically, m aking relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce a full and coherent  

interpretat ion that  is relevant  and supported by evidence. 

(AO2)  

 



 

Quest ion 

num ber  

Answer 

6  ( b )  AO1  ( 5  m ar k s) / AO2  ( 1 5  m ar k s)  

Mar k in g  in st r u ct ion s 

Markers m ust  apply the descriptors in line with the general m arking guidance 

(page 3)  and the qualit ies out lined in the levels-based m ark schem e below. 

Responses that  dem onst rate only AO1 without  any AO2 should be awarded 

m arks as follows:  

 Level 1 AO1 perform ance:  1 m ark 

 Level 2 AO1 perform ance:  2 m arks 

 Level 3 AO1 perform ance:  3 m arks 

 Level 4 AO1 perform ance:  4 m arks 

I n d icat iv e con t en t  g u id an ce 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  

required to include all of it .  Other relevant  m aterial not  suggested below 

m ust  also be credited. Relevant  points m ay include:  

AO1 

 Global populat ion is projected to grow in the future, but  the exact  level 

is unknown;  by 2050 9 billion is widely expected but  by 2100 

predict ions range from  9 – 11 billion 

 Som e com m entators believe that  populat ion will peak m id-Century 

while others think it  will cont inue to grow  

 Resources include water, food and energy resources part icular ly fossil 

fuels. 

 There are three theoret ical relat ionships between populat ion and 

resources, i.e. Malthus, Boserup and the Club of Rom e.  

AO2 

 A key variable is global populat ion;  this cannot  be known and depends 

on present  and future BR/ DR;  higher rates of growth m ay increase the 

likelihood of shortages but  there is uncertainty. 

 The Malthusian argum ent  can be applied to food product ion, i.e. too 

m any m ouths to feed;  against  this is lack of evidence of widespread 

fam ine and Boserupian developm ents in farm ing technology (dr ip 

irr igat ion, green revolut ion, GM crops)  which m ean so far food 

product ion has kept  pace. 

 The Boserupian argum ent  can be applied to fossil fuels as well,  i.e. 

renewable technology is increasingly replacing fossil fuels so that  

shortages are unlikely to be an issue because replacem ents have been 

found  

 The Club of Rom e posit ion is a ‘resource cr isis’ one (not  just  about  

food)  where populat ion, pollut ion, energy, water and food all com bine 

at  cr isis levels – this is often seen as very pessim ist ic and doom - laden 

– however, it  does allow for global environm ental issues (global 

warm ing)  to play a role in the equat ion.  

 Som e m ight  argue that  global warm ing will degrade the resource base 

so that  there will be fewer resources in the future than today, e.g. 

water resources – m aking shortages m uch m ore likely (but  the cause 

is not  really populat ion growth)  

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 



Lev el  1  1 – 5   Dem onst rates isolated elem ents of geographical knowledge 

and understanding, som e of which m ay be inaccurate or 

irrelevant . (AO1)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

ideas, m aking lim ited and rarely logical 

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)   

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce an interpretat ion with lim ited 

coherence and support  from  evidence. (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce an unsupported or generic 

conclusion, drawn from  an argum ent  that  is unbalanced or 

lacks coherence. (AO2)  

Lev el  2  6 – 1 0   Dem onst rates geographical knowledge and understanding, 

which is occasionally relevant  and m ay include som e 

inaccuracies. (AO1)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas with lim ited but  logical 

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical ideas 

in order to produce a part ial interpretat ion that  is 

supported by som e evidence but  has lim ited coherence. 

(AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to com e to a conclusion, part ially 

supported by an unbalanced argum ent  with lim ited 

coherence. (AO2)  

Lev el  3  1 1 - 1 5   Dem onst rates geographical knowledge and understanding, 

which is m ost ly relevant  and accurate. (AO1)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to find som e logical and relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical ideas 

in order to produce a part ial but  coherent  interpretat ion 

that  is supported by som e evidence. (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to com e to a conclusion, largely 

supported by an argum ent  that  m ay be unbalanced or 

part ially coherent . (AO2)  

Lev el  4  1 6 - 2 0   Dem onst rates accurate and relevant  geographical 

knowledge and understanding throughout .  (AO1)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to find fully logical and relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  



 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce a full and coherent  

interpretat ion that  is supported by evidence. (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to com e to a rat ional, substant iated 

conclusion, fully supported by a balanced argum ent  that  is 

drawn together coherent ly.  (AO2)  

 

 
 

 


